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EILE PA3 OB UCII0JIb30BAHUU UHB-Y)KOYCKHUX U3JIEJIUI B ®OPME JIYKA

W3zpenust B popme myka HasbIBatoTcs apxeonoramu Poccrn «monensiMu ssipMa». OHH 9acTo BCTpedaroTcst B morpede-
HUSX C KOJECHUIIAMH U KOHAMH (¥2-Ma K9HAX) U B IPYTHX MOrpeOaIbHBIX NaMSITHUKAX HHb-DKOYCKOTo BpeMeHH Ha Llen-
TpanbHOil paBHMHE KuTas, a Taxxke B Kapacykckoi KynbsType FOxuo# Cubnpu Ha Tepputopun Poccun. OnHa U3 OCHOB-
HBIX THIIOTE3 00 HMCIHOJIb30BAaHUY DTHX W3/IETHH CUMTAET UX «JEpKaTeNIsIMHU MOBOJIBEBY, CIYXMBIIUX IJISI TOTO, YTOOBI
0CBOOOAUTH PyKH KosecHnuero. Ho 3Ta rumore3a oOBsCHAET NpHUMEHEHHE M3JEIHi B (hOpMe JIyKa TOJIBKO BO3HHUYUMHM,
KOTOPBIX MOIJIO OBITH JMIIIb IO OAHOMY Ha MOBO3KY. Mexy TeM U3BECTHO KaK MHHHUMYM JIBa MOTpeOeHHs C KOIECHHUIIa-
MU M KOHSMH, B KKIOM M3 KOTOPBIX BCTPEUEHO 10 JBa M3aenus B (opMme yka. Kpome TOro, B HEKOTOPBIX 3aKPbITHIX
KOMIUTEKCAX HaXOMAT IO HECKOJIBKY M3AENui B (hopMe JIyKa, KOTOpbIe OANHAKOBEI 110 BUAY, Pa3Mepy M OpHAMEHTAINH, B
CHIIy 4Ero CYHTAETCs, YTO BCE OHHU MPHMEHSUINCH B OAHOHM M TOH ke KonecHune. 1103ToMy MBI oaraeM, 4To U3feNIUe B
(dopMe JTyKa CIy>KHIJIO TAakKe KaK «KPIOK peMHs 0€30I1acHOCTHY, IPEIOXPAHSIONIEr0 YKHUITaK KOJIECHHIBI, X MOIJIO HpH-
HaJJekKaTh HE TOJAbKO BO3HMIIE, HO U JpyruM cegokaM. KoHe4HO, 3TO He UCKIIIOYAeT U UCIIOJIb30BAHUE €r0 KaK «JepxkKa-
TeJsl HOBOJIBEBY WIIH «IIPSKKU KOJIECHUUYETOY.

Kniouesvie cnosa: usnenue B Gpopme JIyKa, «MOZEIb sIpMa», KapacyKcKas KyJlbTypa, snoxa WHb-Uxoy, MHOrodyHK-
LHOHAIBHOCTB, «IEPXKATEIb MOBOABEB, KKPIOK PEMHS 0€30MaCHOCTIY.
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RESTUDY ON THE FUNCTIONS OF THE BOW-SHAPED OBJECTS

This paper discuss the functions of the bow-shaped objects recovered in Yin and Zhou dynasty
remains in China, and in Karasuk culture in South Siberia in Russia. These bow-shaped objects are
ambiguous to both Chinese and Russian researchers in terms of their morphology and functions,
thus having been on the hot debate for a long time. One of the main hypotheses of these implements
refers to «rein holder» for the charioteers or riders to free their hands. If this hypothesis explains the
only function of the bow-shaped implements, they must be only related to the charioteers or riders,
since only the charioteers and riders control the reins when riding. However, some findings are
not in accord with the hypothesis, which are presented in this paper. In Dasikong M175 burial of
Yinxu site, two bow-shaped objects were found in the tomb with only one single-rider chariot.
The extra bow-shaped object obviously did not serve for the same function to the only charioteer
at the same time. Moreover, there are also some tombs discovered with even more bow-shaped
objects in groups. Specimens in the same group are of the same size, shape and pattern, which are
considered as applied for one specific chariot. Therefore, these bow-shaped objects are not only
related to the charioteers or riders, but also to the passengers. We supposed that the bow-shaped
implement serves as «safety belt» for both charioteer and passengers on the chariot, for the safety
purpose when in motion. Of course, the bow-shaped implement also may be used as «rein holders»
at the same time.

Keywords: bow-shaped object, Yin and Zhou periods, Karasuk culture, multifunction, rein
holder, safety belt hook.
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