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OBPA3 COBAKHN B HEOJIMTUYECKOM UCKYCCTBE KUTASA *

CTaTbs MOCBsIIIEHA HCCIEN0BaHUI0 N300paXkeHnil cobak meproaa cpeaHero u nosauero neomura Kuras. K Tomy Bpe-
MEHH co0aKa He TOJBKO SBIISIIACh BKHBIM B XO3{CTBEHHOM OTHOLICHUH KMBOTHBIM, HO U 3aHsUIa OTPEICIICHHOE MOJIOKE-
HHE B MHPOBO33PEHHH ApeBHero HacesneHus: Kuras. 3BecTHBI HaXOIKH, CBUACTENLCTBYIOIINE 00 HCIIOIb30BaHIH CO0aK
B PUTYaJIbHOIT JICATEIBHOCTH: COIIPOBOANTEIIBHBIEC 3aXOPOHEHHS, CIIE b JKEPTBOIIPHHOIICHHI Ha TEPPUTOPUH MOTHIIBHHUKOB
1 BOJIM3M HUX, @ TAKXKE CIIE/bI CTPOUTENBHBIX KEPTBOIPUHOIICHUH (3aXOPOHEHNS COOAK BHYTPH >KIJIHIL). AHAH3HPYIOTCS
n300pakeHNs COOAK Ha KEPAMUYECKOM COCY/IE, IIPUHAUICIKAIIIEM [O3/IHEMY NIEPHOLY CYLIECTBOBAHUS SHIIA0CKON KYIbTyp-
Ho#t obmHocTH (3 500-2 900 J1. 10 H. 3.), ¥ CKYJIBITYPHBIE H300paKeHUsI cOOaK MaJIbIX ()OPM, HAlJICHHbIC Ha MAMATHHKE
KyabTypsl [nmzsaxs (2 500-2 200 net 1o H. 3.) JpHuzsBans (ye3n TaHpMaHB, poB. Xy0si). [IpoBoasTcs aHazoruu ¢ coBpe-
MEHHBIMH HapOAHBIMHU NTpoMbIciiaMi KuTas (M3roToBIeHNe IIHHIHBIX «cobadek» B ye3ne XyaisH, mpoB. XoHaHb). Pe3yis-
TaThl UCCIIEIOBAHMS TTOKA3bIBAIOT, YTO MOJEJIH UCIIONIb30BAHUS COOAK MM MX H300paKEHUH B PUTYaJIbHON AEATEIbHOCTH,
(hopMHEpOBaBIIHECS B HEOIHTE, MPOAOIKAIIM UTPATh BAXKHYIO POJIb B TyXOBHOM KyNbType HapogoB Kuras Ha MpoTshKkeHNH
JIOJITOTO BPEMEHH, OT/IC/IBHBIC UX MEPEKUTKH MOXKHO HAOJIIOaTh M B HACTOAILEE BPEMS.

Kniouesvie cnosa: Kuraii, HeonuT, HCKycCTBO, KepaMHKa, MEJKast INTACTUKA, KUTalCKass MA(OIIOTHSI, COOAKH.

[To maHHBIM apXeoJIOTHH U MAJIC0300JI0T U1, HAYWHAsl KAK MUHUMYM c niepuoga 10 Teic. 1. H., co-
0aKOBOJICTBO PACHPOCTPAHUIIOCH MTOBCEMECTHO Ha TeppuTOpuu KuTas, BHE 3aBHCUMOCTH OT OCO-
OEHHOCTEH JIOKATBHBIX KYJIBTYp. 32 MHOTHE THICSIUENIETHS co0aKa MPOYHO BOIIA HE TOJILKO B Mare-
pHaNbHYIO, HO M B IyXOBHYIO KYJIBTYPY HaceJeHus, cOpMUPOBaIOCh 0CO00E OTHOIIEHHE K cobake
Kak o0bekTy Kyibra (cM. [Komuccapos, Kynunora, 2012]). B cpenHeM HeouTe BO3HUKACT OObIYAiL
3aXOpOHEHHS co0aK B MOTHJIaxX, HAUOOJbIIIEE PACcIPOCTPaHEHNE KOTOPOTO TPUAETCS YKe Ha MEPUO
pazButoii Opon3bl — 3moxy Lllan-Mue (XVI-XI BB. 10 H. 3.). [lorpebenus ¢ cobakamu ObLIM 0OHA-
PY’KEHBI Ha HECKOJBKMX MaMATHHKAX, MPHHAIICIKAIINX K Pa3HBIM KYJIBTYpaM 3IIOXH HEOIUTa (Hau-
OoJiee SIpKO JTaHHAsI TPATUIIMS TIPEACTaBIeHa B KyabTypax JlyHitowkyan (5 000-3 000 ner o H. 3.,
mpos. LI3snucy), JdaBsubkoy (4 300-2 200 net g0 H. 3., npoB. lllanpnyn u L3sHCy), JIanuxy (3 200—
2 200 net 1o H. 3., ipoB. L3stuCcYy 1 YkoanssH), sumaockoi (6 000-2 000 neT 1o H. 3., paifloH BepxHe-
TO U cpeHero TeueHus XyaHxd) u IyHianbckoit (2 900/2 400-2 000/1 900 net 10 H. 3., palioH cpen-
HEro TeyeHus! XyaHx?) oomHocTsx. K HacTosieMy MOMEHTY U3BECTHO Kak MUHUMYM 64 morpebe-
HUS Jofiel Ha 17 maMsiTHHKaX, B KOTOPBIX 3aXOPOHEHBI COOAaKM MIIM YacTH WX Tel (deperna, HUKHUE
yenmoctH). KpoMe Toro, Ha 24 nmaMsTHUKaX HallJICHbI OT/ICJIbHBIC 3aXOPOHEHHsI COOAK B KEPTBCHHBIX
sIMax M 30JIbHUKAaX, B OCHOBHOM Ha TEPPUTOPHH MOTMIILHUKOB WIIM PsiioM ¢ HUMH. Ha Tpex mamsit-
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Hukax: L[3axy (ye3n Yau, nmpoB. XsHaub, KyneTypa [Isiinuran), Jlynmowkyan (yesn ['aoto, mpos.
Lzsincy, kynerypa JlyHirowkyan) u Banbuns (paiion Slapwkoy, npos. Lllansayn, kyastypa [laBsHb-
KOY) — HIMEJIUCh 3aXOPOHEHHUsI CO0aK BHYTPH KUIHUIL. TakuMm 00pa3oM, B MEPUOA CPETHETO HEONIUTa
CKJIaJbIBAIOTCS OCHOBHBIC BAPHUAHTHI UCIIOJIB30BAHUS COOAK B PUTYaJIbHBIX MPAKTHKaX, KOTOPBIE Xa-
PaKTepHBI [UIsl KYJIBTYP, PAaCpOCTPaHEHHBIX Ha TeppUTOpUH KuTas, u B 31oxy najieomerasuia;

1) conpoBomUTEIBHOE 3aXOPOHEHHE COOAKH;

2) KepTBOIIPUHOILICHNUS COOAK, CBSI3aHHBIE C MOTPeOaTbHBIMU WM IIOMUHAIBHBIMU 00PsIIaMH;

3) cobaka KaKk cTpOUTEIbHAS JKEPTBa.

Hapsiny c 3axopoHeHUsIMH, N300pakeHHsI cO0aK TaKkKe CIYKaT BaKHBIM HCTOUHUKOM ISl U3yde-
HUS PUTYAIBHOTO 3HAUYEHHS 3TUX JKMBOTHBIX. K HacTosieMy BpeMeHH 0OHApyKEHO CPaBHUTEIBHO
HEMHOTO HaXOJIOK 3I0XH HEOJHMTa: 3TO PUCYHKH Ha PACIMCHOM KEpaMHUYECKOM COCy/e (SHIIaoCKast
KyJIBTYpHasi OOLIHOCTB), MUHSHBIE (QUTYPKH (KyAbTYpbI JaBanbkoy, Lnmnzsaxs, CsoxasHb, TyHIIaHb-
CKasl KyJbTYpHasi OOLIHOCTb), KepaMHUUeCKuil cocyq B popme cobaku (KybTypa JaBsubkoy) (puc. 1),
penbedHOe n300pakeHne codaku Ha (hparMeHTe KepaMU4ecKoro usaenus (Kyiaprypa Xamyny). [lo-
CKOJIBKY OTAEJIbHbIC (PUTyphl BHE KOHTEKCTa MPAKTUUECKU HE MOAAIOTCS aHAJIU3Y, MBI COCPEIOTO-
YHUM CBOE BHUMaHHUE Ha TPAKTOBKE KOMIIO3UIMH M MAaCCOBBIX HAXOIOK .

Puc. 1. Kepamuueckuii cocyn B popme cobaku (M267:1), kynsrypa JlaBoHbKOY, HaiizieH B 1974 1. Ha namsTHHKe CaHBINX?
(roponckoii yesn Lzsowkoy, mpos. [llanpayn) [UkyHro xaoryctos, 2010]

Ha roprke eyans mo3nuero nepuoaa siaimrao (3 500-2 900 1. 10 H. 3.), HAWJCHHOM Ha TAaMSITHUKE
HManusanb (ye3n Lluupanb, npoB. anbey), n300pakeHsl aBe mapbl cobak (puc. 2, 3)% JIBe cobaku
CTOAT Ha 3aJJHUX Jialax, OCKaJIUB 3yObl, Oy/ITO TOTOBBIE KUHYTHCS IPYT Ha Apyra. Mexmay HUMHU Jie-
JKHT pbI0a. BTopas mapa mokasaHa CTOAIIMMHE Ha YETHIPEX JIallaX, MOPIAMHU JIPYT K JIPYTY, C OCKaJICH-
HBbIMH 3yOamu. Kommosunus momeniaercst B CpeHEH 4acTu cocyla, CHU3Yy OHA OrpaHHYeHa OJHOM

! B CBOEM HCCIIEJIOBAHUU Mbl OMMPAEMCSl HA METOIOJIOTMIO PEKOHCTPYKLMH MU(OIOTHYECKUX MPEACTABICHUI
HEOJIMTHYECKOTO HacesleHus Teppuropud KuTas Ha OCHOBe aHamm3a H300paXKeHHH Ha KepaMHYECKHX COCyrax,
pa3pabotannyio B. B. EsciokoBsim [1988].

> ®ororpaduu cocyma J0OE3HO mpemocTasieHsl A. B. BapeHOBBIM, 3a YTO aBTOp BBIPAKAET €MY CBOIO
MPH3HATEIEHOCTb.
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Puc. 2. Kepamuueckuii ropiiok ¢ n3o0paxkeHreM co0ak 1 pbIObI, TIO3/IHEE SHINA0, HaliIcH Ha MaMsaTHUKe [lamuBaHb
(ye3n Lluapanb, mpoB. ['anbcy). Dkcnoszunus Myses npos. [anbcy, . Jlanswxoy (poto A. B. Bapenosa)

Puc. 3. Kepamuueckuii ropIiok ¢ n3o0pakeHreM co0ak 1 peIObL, TTO3/1HEe SHIIA0. Pa3BepTka.
Dkeno3unms Mysest pos. ['abcy, T. Jlansaxkoy (hoto A. B. BapeHosa)
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TOPU30HTAIBHOM JTMHUEH, CBEPXY — JIByMS JIMHUSMU. DTH JIMHUKM MOTYT 0003HAYaTh TPAHUIIBI MEKTY
MHUpaMH, yKa3bIBasi HA TO, YTO JEHCTBUE MPOMCXOIUT B HIDKHEM MUpe. Priba kak cymiecTBo, cBA3aH-
HOE C BOJHOW CTHUXHEH, SIBISETCS MapKepoM HIKHEro Mupa’, cobaka BO MHOTHX KYJIBTYpaX TakkKe
MPEACTABISCTCS] XTOHMYECKUM KMBOTHBIM. BO3MO)KHa U Apyrasi TpaKTOBKa: HIDKHSS 4acTh COCY/a,
TPaJUIIMOHHO COOTHOCHUMAsI C HIPKHUM MHPOM, HE paclucaHa M OT/AeNeHa OT KOMIO3HLUHN YEPTOH,
COOTBETCTBEHHO, MOYKHO MPEATIOJIOKHUTD, YTO (PUTYPbI MOMEIICHBI B CPEIHUI MUp, a COOAaKH B TAKOM
Cilydae BBICTYIAIOT B POJIM MEAMATOpPOB. PeKoHCTpynpyeMbIe MpeacTaBiIeHusl 0 co0ake Kak >KUBOT-
HOM-MEAMATOPE WM CYLIECTBE U3 HWKHETO MHUpa COITIACYIOTCS C XapaKTEePHOW IS KyJIBTyp sHIIA-
OCKOTO Kpyra MpaKTHKOH HMCIOIb30BaHMs COOaK AJsl COMPOBOIUTEIBHBIX 3aXOPOHEHUH M KEPTBO-
MIPUHOIICHUH, CBS3aHHBIX C IIOCTMOPTAILHBIMA PUTYaJIaMH.

Ha namstankax kynsTypsl Lnmzsaxs (2 500-2 200 et 1o H. 3.) B npoB. Xy6sit — Llunzaxs, I>s-
1u3saBaHb, L{uHnyHII0ans — HaliieHb! GUTYPKU U3 KPacHON INIMHBI, H300paKaroIue JIFOAeH, AUKUX
W JIOMAIlHUX JKUBOTHBIX, B TOM 4Hcie u cobak (puc. 4) [Yxkan FOubmaH, 1956. C. 15-16; Chang
Kwang-chih, 1964. P. 105; SIa Csionsn, 1989. C. 65-66; JI3u13saBanb, 2003. C. 181-195].

Puc. 4. I'mnusnas ¢purypka cobaku, kynsrypa [lnmzsxo, naiinena B 1987 r. Ha namsiTHUKe J[PHI3sIBaHb
(ye3n TsaupMaHB, TpoB. Xy0oit). Dxcnosunust Ham. myses Kutas, 1. [lexun ($poto aBTopa)

Haubosnbiee 4yucio ctary3Tok (10 OI[EHKaM aBTOPOB PACKOIOK, MX KOJIMYECTBO MOXKET TPEBbI-
mark 10 ThIC., OTHAKO TOYHBIN MOJCUET HEBO3MOXKEH, TOCKOJIbKY OT OOJBIIMHCTBA (PUTYPOK JIO HAC
JIOIIUTH JIWIITH CBAJICHHBIC B Ky4y OOJIOMKHM) HalJCHO Ha MaMsTHHKE [[PHI3SIBaHb, PACIIOIOKCHHOM
Ha Tepputopu I. TssHpMAHB. [lo MHEHHIO HCcceoBaTeNeH, TaHHBIN TaMATHUK ObLT KYJIBTOBBIM IICH-
TPOM, a MeJIKasl TUIACTHKA UCIO0Ih30BaNIaCh B PEIUTHO3HBIX [[EPEMOHHMSIX, K TIPUMEPY, 300MOp(HEIC
(PUTYPKH MOTJIH CITY)KHTh 3aMEHOM YKEPTBEHHBIM )KHBOTHBIM. Bcero coxpanmnock 193 300MopdHBIX
n3o0pakenusi, 4to mnpesbimaeT 90% ot o0IIero yuciia Bcex HAWJACHHBIX TaM CTaTydToK. M3 Hux
60 5K3. — CKYJIBIITYPKH JIOMAIITHUX KHUBOTHBIX, CPE/IA KOTOPBIX ITEPBOE MECTO 110 KOJTUYECTBY (43 3K3.)
MIPUHAJUICKUT COOAKaM.

* 06 obpase PHIOHI, JOCTATOUHO TIOMYNIAPHOM B SHITAOCKOM MCKYCCTBE, M. moapobuee: [Kpasiosa, 2004. C. 41-42].
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Ban L[3uHb pazgenui kepaMHUecKUe CKyIbITYpKU cOOaK Ha /iBa THIA: ¢ OOJNBLION TOJIOBOM, KO-
POTKOI MOP/IOM, TOJICTBIM TYJIOBMILEM U C MAJICHBKOMU, Y3KOM T'OJIOBOM, JIIMHHOM MOPJOU U XyABIM TY-
JIOBUIIIEM, YTO, BOBMOXKHO, YKa3bIBa€T Ha CYLIECTBOBAHME PA3HBIX MOpoA. Pasmepsl Gurypox He mpe-
BbInaoT 10 cM, B OCHOBHOM OKo0JIO 7 c¢M. JKMBOTHBIE MOKa3aHbl B pa3IMUYHBIX 1103aX — CTOS, CUIS,
nexa. Mimerorcst n300pakeHus cobak, AepiKaliuxX MepeJHIMH JIallaMH MM B TIACTH HEKHUH MpeaMeT
(IPeanoNIOKUTENBHO KYCOK MsiCa MM KOCTh), JIAIOLIMX cO0aK C OTKPBITON MacThIO, B3POCIBIX COOAK
C IICHKaMH Ha CIHMHE, a TaKKe CTaTydTKH JIFACH, maasnmx cobak (puc. 5) [Asuizsasanb, 2003.
C. 181-195; Ban Li3uns, 2011. C. 51, 53-58, 63-64].

Puc. 5. I'munsiablie Gpurypku codak, HaliieHHbIe Ha aMsTHUKe JPHI3sBanb (ye3n TaHbMAIHb, MpoB. Xy0oii)
(mo: [pHm3sBansk, 2003. C. 181-195])

AHanoruu HaxojiKam 13 J[9HI3sIBAHb MOKHO HaliTH B cOBpeMeHHOM Kutae, B coceneli ¢ XyOrem
MpOBUHIMN X3HaHb. Tak, kuTalickas uccienoparenbHuna SIH Jluxysi pacckaspiBaeT 00 M3rOTOB-
JICHUH HapOJHBIMU MacTepaMu B yeszie XyalsH MpoB. XdHaHb Pa3HOOOPa3HBIX TIUHSHBIX (PUTYPOK
(00€3bSTHOK C YETIOBEYSCKUMHU JIUIIAMHE U C ITOTYCPKHYTHIMHU JKEHCKUMH TCHUTATUSIMHE, TUTPOB C 00e-
3bsIHKAMH Ha CITUHE M 00€3bsSHOK, HECYIIUX Ha CIIUHE JPYTUX 00€3bsSHOK, BYXTOJOBBIX COOAYEK,
co0avek ¢ 4el0BeYeCKON TOJIOBOM, AEBATUTOJIOBBIX NITUI U T. A.) (pHc. 6). HekoTtopsle U3 HUX mpen-
CTaBJISIFOT COOOW HIPYIIKH-CBUCTYIbKHA. DUTYPKH U3BECTHBI MO/ Pa3IUYHBIMA HAMMCHOBAHHSIMU:
Hu 20y Ye ), nu 2oy 2oy Ye M) wna nu nu 2oy PV («rmunstabie cobadaxmy»), aun 20y FEH («co-
OauKy M3 MOTHJILHUKAY), 1uH 20y ) («daymecHble / G0KeCTBEHHbIE cOOauKH / COGAUKHM MEPTBBIX)),
mans 20y R («nebecHble cobaukny»). Kak ykaseisan b. JI. PUdTHH, OCHOBHOI KOMIIOHEHT BCEX
Ha3BaHUH PUTYPOK — «COOAYKU» — IMMPOUCXOIUT U3 PACIIPOCTPAHEHHOTO B TOH e MECTHOCTH Ipe/a-
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Puc. 6. I'mnusnble «cobaukm» U3 ye3na XyaisH, IpoB. XoHaHb [ XoHaHb XyalssH «HU HU Toy», 2007]

Hus 0 ToM, yto HioiiBa *, mounnuB HeGoCBOA, monana B JlepesHio 316X cobak (droyiyHs i fiAT)
U TIPEBpaTIIaCh B UePHYIO COOAKYy (OCHOBHOM ITBET TIMHSIHBIX (pUTYpok — uepHbIi) [Pudtum, 2007.
C. 54]. Apyrue BepcHU CBSI3BIBAIOT MPOXOXKIACHIE 00bIUast ¢ MudoM 0 ToM, kak HrofiBa co3mana Jro-
TIeH U3 TITMHBI: U3 OCTABIIIETOCS ITOCJIE COTBOPEHHUS JTIOJIeH MaTeprasa OOTHHS BbUIETHIIa COOAK, TITHIT
W JIPYTUX KUBOTHBIX °.

B nacrosiee BpeMs OCHOBHBIM IEHTPOM TPAAWIINN W3TOTOBICHHS 3THUX TIUHSIHBIX (PUTYPOK SB-
nseTcs pacronoKeHHbIH B Xyaiisne xpam ®@ycu ¢ (Tait-xao mun K5 F4%), a mpon3BoacTBo 1 mpoaxa
CTaTy3TOK OCYLIECTBISIOTCSA B OCHOBHOM BO BpeMs IIpasnnuka Broporo Mecsia (Jp 103 xysu —
&, npyroe HaszBaHume — XpamoBblii npasauuk Taii-xao mun A2 % i €) — BecenHero mpasnHuka
OYHIIEHHUS U TPOOYNKACHUS TPUPOABI (TIPA3AHYETCSI €KETOIHO CO 2-TO JHS 2-TO MecsIa 0 3-T0 JHS
3-ro MecsIa 1o JIyHHOMY KaJeHJapio), NCTOKH KOTOPOTO BOCXOAT K IPEBHUM 00psIaM, MPHU3BaH-

4 HroiiBa — onnH M3 Hauboliee 3HAYUMBIX U CIIOXKHBIX 00pa30B JpeBHEKHTalcKoi Mugonornn. Hanbonee npeBHIMH
SIBJIAIOTCS TIpeAcTaBiIeHns o HioliBa kxak o 6ormHe-Matepu, 60TMHE IIO0POIHS U AEMHYPTe, CO3aBIIeM JIOCH UX TIHHBI
[Samaa, 1984. C. 122]. Eii Taxke TOKJIOHSUTHCEH Kak O0THHE OpakocodeTaHui 1o MMeHeM ["aoM»aii 1 uaionoatebHuIe,
B €€ YeCTh HCIIOJIHSIINCH TaHIIBI )POTHIECKOTo Xapakrepa [Pudtun, Kooses, 2007a. C. 538].

5 W Mun. Hu HU TOy — TyToH mHaains «xoxyamm» [{kH . JEfell - BERKHN<ELR” / FEERM]. «mas-
HbIC COOAYKN» — «KHMBBIC OKAMEHEIOCTH» AM0XH ToTemu3Ma // Odui. caiit komurera KommyHucTHueckoii napruu u Ha-
poxHoro npaButenbeTBa ye3na XyaitsH. 2010. 19 cenr. URL: http://www.huaiyang.gov.cn/thread-3518-1.html (zaTa o6pa-
menus 29.02.2016).

6 dycnu — B IpEeBHEKUTANCKON MUQOIOTHH OOKECTBEHHBII MEPBONPENOK M KyJIBTYPHBIN repoid, MpUOIN3UTEIBHO Ha
pyOexe H. 3. cTan cuutarbesa Opatom u / nnu mysxeM HroiiBa. Kak serennapHeiii mpaBuTenb H3BECTEH 1O UMeHEM Taii-xao
AR [Pudrun, Kob6ses, 20076. C. 647].
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HBIM 00€CIIeYrBaTh IJIOMOPOIUE, H, BEPOSITHO, SPOTHUECKUM pHuTyanam. TakuM o0pa3oM, Bce yKa-
3bIBACT Ha CBSI3b 00bIYasi H3TOTOBJICHHUS IIMHSHBIX (GUTYpOK H3 XyaillsiHa ¢ apXan4eCKUMHU KYJIBTaMH
iogopoaus 7.

Wcxo/st U3 BBIIECKA3aHHOTO, MOYKHO 3aKJIIOUMTh, YTO B BIIOXY HEOJNUTa 00pa3 COOAKH yKe 3a-
HUMaJI 3HAYMMOE MECTO B MHUPOBO33PEHHH HACEJCHHUS TEPPUTOPHU coBpeMenHoro Kuras. Mozernu
HCIIOJIb30BAHUSI )KUBOTHBIX MIIH MX W300paKCHUI B PUTYAIbHOM JESITEIBHOCTH (IPEKIE BCETO B T10-
rpebalbHbIX U IOMHHAIBHBIX 00psIax, a Tak)Ke, BO3MOXHO, B pUTyaJlaX, HalpaBJICHHBIX Ha o0ecrie-
YeHHe TI0I0PO/IHst), POPMUPOBABIIUECS B HEOIUTE, MIPOIOIDKAIHM UTPATh BAXKHYIO POJIb B JIyXOBHOM
KyJIbType HapoaoB Kurast Ha POTSHYKEHUHU J0JTOr0 BPEMEHH, OT/EIbHbIC UX MEPEKUTKH MOXKHO Ha-
OMto/aTh M B HACTOSIIEE BPEMSI.
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IMAGE OF A DOG IN NEOLITHIC ART OF CHINA

The article deals with the image of a dog in Neolithic art of China. By the time of the Middle
Neolithic a dog not only became an economically important animal, but also began to play a significant
role in the worldview of the ancient population of the territory of China. Dogs’ remains from the sites
of Neolithic cultures in the territory of China prove the existence of ritual use of these animals. The
main categories of findings include burials of dogs in human tombs, sacrificial pits, ash-pits etc.
Burials of dogs in human tombs were found at several sites belonging to different Neolithic cultures.
No fewer than 64 tombs with dog burials (whole skeletons or parts of bodies — skulls, mandibles
etc.) at 17 archaeological sites are known so far. Dog burials in sacrificial pits and ash-pits were
found at 24 sites. Most of these burials were located at cemeteries or near them. At three sites (Jiahu,
Longgiuzhuang, Wangyin) burials of dogs were found inside buildings. It can therefore be concluded
that in the Middle Neolithic period three main types of the usage of dogs in rituals — accompanying
burials, sacrifices connected with mortuary practices and building sacrifice — were formed and spread
over the territory of China. However a small amount of dog’s images in Chinese Neolithic art is
known up to the present moment. It includes a painting on the surface of a Yangshao pottery vessel,
a dog-shaped pottery vessel (Dawenkou culture), a relief figure of a dog on the fragment of a pottery
vessel (Hemudu culture) and numerous small-sized clay sculptures of dogs found at the sites of
Shijiahe culture. Our research mainly concentrates on the interpretation of complex compositions
of painted pottery and mass findings of clay figurines.

The painting on the late Yangshao (3 500-2 900 BC) vessel found at Dadiwan site (Qing’an
County, Gansu Province) depicts the scenes of fighting between two pairs of dogs. In the center of one
of the compositions there is a fish (which can be the reason of fight). The fish whose image is rather
common for Yangshao painted pottery can mark the whole scene as taking place in the underworld.
Another possible interpretation is that the dogs stand as the mediators on the border of two worlds.
Both explanations correspond to the archaeological materials of Yangshao culture community.

Small clay figurines of dogs found at Dengjiawan site (Tianmen County, Hubei Province) are
numerous and multifarious. Dogs are depicted in various attitudes: standing, sitting, lying, dogs with
bones in chaps, adult dogs with puppies etc. There are also some figurines of humans stroking dogs.
Analogies to dogs’ figurines from Dengjiawan can be found in contemporary folk crafts of China that
prove the stability of ritual practices in traditional culture.

Keywords: China, Neolithic, art, pottery, small statuary, Chinese mythology, dogs.
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